
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Memories of 

Louis & Catherine (McCauley)  
Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1A 



Page 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: July 4, 1936: Wedding Day in Front of St. Patrick’s Church 
in Corning.  Catherine and Louis Kavanaugh Sr. 

Above: Official Wedding Picture: Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in Center of Picture, Right is Helen “McCauley and 
Alvin Doyle. They married later.  Flower Girls (L-R) Lavern 
McCauley, Mildred Mahan and Janie McCauley 
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Wedding Party Pose for Picture after Wedding Dinner.  The Picture is of Louis Sr. & Catherine 
Kavanaugh as they pose outside a restaurant south of Washington after the wedding dinner.  The 
wedding was at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning and the wedding reception was back at St. 
Patrick’s Hall in Corning.  Pictured here is: front: (L-R) Alvin Doyle, Helen McCauley, Louie & 
Catherine Kavanaugh, Ignatius McCauley. Back: (L-R) Not sure who the first couple is, Evelyn 
McCauley, Charlie McCauley, Dorothy & Jim Mahan Sr.  
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Memories of Louis & Catherine’s 25th Wedding Anniversary 
July 1961 

 

Above: taken in front of the Farm 
House the day of the 25th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration. 
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Memories of Louis & Catherine’s 40th Wedding Anniversary 
40th Anniversary - July 1976 

 

Above: Picture taken outside of All 
Saints Church just after their 40th 
Anniversary Mass. 
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Memories of Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh’s 
50th Anniversary Celebration, July 1986 

The above Article appeared in the local 
newspaper on June 26 of 1986. 

Above: is the Invitation that was send to 
Family Members & Friends for the 50th 
Anniversary. 

Above: Napkin from 50th Anniversary of 
1986. 
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Obituary for Louis A. Kavanaugh  
Born: Feb. 28, 1911 -   Died: March 5, 1990 
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Left: Louis Kavanaugh Sr.’s 
Birth Certificate.  You will note 
the name says Leo Alvin instead of 
Louis Alvin but this was a mistake 
at the court House.  We did check 
the baptismal record at All Saints 
where he was baptized and even 
though it was in Latin, it was 
written off to the side, Louis Alvin.  
Louis Sr. was born on Feb. 28, 
1911 and was baptized on March 
5, 1911. 

Right Catherine “McCauley”  
Kavanaugh’s Birth Certificate.  
Note the name says Catherine 
McCauley  and not Mary Catherine 
or Catherine Mary McCauley.  I 
think it should be Catherine Mary 
but we have seen it both ways.  The 
death certificate had it Catherine 
Mary.  There was a mistake on this 
Birth Certificate which stated 
Catherine was born on June 3, but 
we always celebrated her birthday 
June 2nd and her Death Certificate 
had June 2nd. 
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Below: Baptismal Records for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. & Mary Catherine “McCauley” 
Document-1:  Baptismal Record for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh who was Born on Feb. 28, 1911 and 
Baptized on March 5, 1911 at All Saints Church in Cannelburg.  Document-2:  Baptismal Record 
for Mary Catherine “McCauley” who was born on June 2, 1913 and was baptized on June 8, 
1913 at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning.  These Documents were written in Latin.  All of the 
records from these Churches now reside at St. Peter’s Church in Montgomery and Father James 
Koressel did the research on this.  

Above: You will note the records are in Latin and may be hard to read but thanks to Fr. Jim 
Koressel we were able to interpret what it says and to prove that it was Louis and “not Leo” 
as the Birth Certificate at the Court House claims.   Louis’ God Parents were Lawrence and 
Agnes Kavanaugh which were his uncle and aunt from next door.  Mary Catherine 
McCauley’s Godparents were Joseph and Marie Ginder who were neighbors of John and 
Bridget McCauley.  If you note on the both documents that when Louis and Catherine got 
married the priest then wrote on the Baptismal Document who they married, the date, the 
priest that married them and who stood up with them.  On Louis’ Record, Father John 
Gorman’s signature was on the document as the Pastor when he was baptized and on 
Catherine’s Father Fredrick Burget’s signature was the document as Pastor.  Both Priests 
were Pastors at the respective parishes when Louis and Catherine were baptized.  In those 
days it was not unusual for children to be baptized very soon after birth because of the 
possibility of them dying in the first few weeks after birth.   
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Death Certificate for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. Died March 5, 1990 
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Death Certificate for Catherine Mary “McCauley” Kavanaugh, Died June 
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Below: The following Tribute was put in our Church Bulletin a week or two 
after Dad’s passing by Father Joseph Clauss who was our Pastor at the time. 
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Obituary for Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh  
Born: June 2, 1913  Died: June 19, 2007 
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Parents of 
1. Timothy 
2. Vincent  
3. Albert  
4. Sister Bernice 
5. Harry  
6. Bernie  
7. Louis Sr. 
8. Frank  
9. Katherine 
10. Sister Mary Charlotte 
11. Rose 

John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh 

 

Louis Kavanaugh Sr. Parents 

Parents of 
1. Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan  
2. Joseph 
3. Timothy 
4. Rose Amilia 
5. Charles  
6. Sister Charlotte Ann 
7. Helen “McCauley” Doyle 
8. Catherine“McCauley” 
    Kavanaugh 
 

John And Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley 

Catherine McCauley’s Parents 
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Left: Catherine “McCau-
ley” Kavanaugh’s brothers 
& sisters: Picture taken 
between 1930-1934. Front:  
Bridget & John E. Mc-
Cauley. Back L/R: Cath-
erine Kavanaugh, Helen 
Doyle, Mildred (Sister 
Charlotte Ann) Dorothy 
Mahan, Charles McCauley.  

Right: Louis Kavanaugh Sr.’s  
Brothers/Sisters: This picture 
was taken the day of John 
Kavanaugh’s Funeral (Louis 
Sr.’s father) in front of the 
House in Cannelburg where 
John/Mary Lucy lived next to 
the Church. This is the only 
family picture taken that we 
can find. Pictured here in 
Front: Bernie, Sister 
Rosemond, Sister Charlotte, 
Mary Lucy, Sister Bernice, 
Albert, Back: Harry, Frank, 
Vincent, Louis Sr.  
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Left: Children Of 
Louis Sr. and 
Catherine.  Right 
To Left: Taken 
after Church in 
Summer of  1956 
 

1. John 
2. Lee 
3. Albert 
4. Tim 
5. Kay 
6. Louis Jr. 
7. David 
8. Charlotte 
9. Steve 
10. Mark 

Children of Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh 
For more information on the Children see Page 1b - Children 

Grand Children of Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh 
For more information see Page 1c - Grandchildren 
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Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. was born on Feb. 28, 1911 to John Thomas Kavanaugh and Mary Lucy 
(O’Connor) Kavanaugh. Louis Sr. was one of 11 children born to John and “Mamie”. They lived in a 2 
story country house, on the second farm just west of Cannelburg.  Louis Sr. married Catherine 
McCauley on July 4, 1936 and from that marriage was born 10 children, John Louis, Robert Lee, 
Charles Albert, Timothy Edward, Mary Catherine, Louis Alvin Jr., David Bernard, Charlotte Ann, 
Stephen Michael and Mark Raymond.  
 
Louis Sr. and Catherine were married at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning, Indiana on July 4, 1936 
which is south of Montgomery between Glendale and Alfordsville.  Louis and Catherine lived on the 
family farm for about a year.  Their first child, Johnny, was born on the farm.  Their second son, Lee, 
was born in Lawrenceville, Illinois.  It was told that Dr. Briscoe Lett drove from Loogootee to 
Lawrenceville to deliver the Kavanaugh clan’s second child. Louis and Catherine then move back to 
Indiana where they bought the family farm from his parents, John and Mamie.  Louis Sr. and Catherine 
raised their 10 children on the 86 acre family farm, on county Road 100 North in Daviess County.  
Three more Kavanaugh’s were born on the family farm, Albert, Tim and the first girl Mary Kay.  Dr. 
Strange delivered Mary Kay. That was the only child he delivered of the Kavanaugh Clan as Doctor 
Lett was in the service at the time during WWII.  Dr. Lett delivered the other five children of Louis 
and Catherine at the Daviess County Hospital.  They were Louis Jr., Dave, Charlotte, Steve and Mark.  
In all, 8 boys and 2 girls were born to this union of Louis and Catherine.   
 
The Kavanaugh’s attended All Saints Catholic Church in Cannelburg. All the kids were baptized at All 
Saints.  The older kids made their First Communion at St. Peter’s in Montgomery where they attended 
St. Peter’s Catholic School.  The three youngest children made their First Communion at All Saint’s in 
Cannelburg.  All the Kavanaugh’s attended St. Peter’s Grade School in Montgomery and then went on 
to 4 years of high school at Montgomery High School.  The only exception was the oldest child, John, 
who went to the first grade at the grade school in Cannelburg before transferring to St. Peter’s in 
Montgomery.  Other exceptions were Mary Kay and Charlotte who attended high school at the 
Academy at Ferdinand run by the Benedictine Nuns.  Mary Kay then entered the convent and was 
there for eight years but left just before she professed her final vows.  Albert went to St. Meinard for 
two years before finishing his last two years at Montgomery.  Louis Jr. went one semester before 
transferring back to MHS.  Dave, Steve and Mark all graduated from Barr-Reeve High School as 
Montgomery and Alfordsville consolidated in 1966 to form Barr-Reeve.   
 
In 1961, Louis Sr. and Catherine celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary with a mass at All Saints 
and then a reception on the Family Farm which was open to all the family and neighbors.  The children 
of Louis Sr. and Catherine put together a 40th Anniversary celebration on July 4, 1976.  The celebration 
started with a Mass on Saturday evening at All Saints and then a Dinner at All Saints Hall just for the 
children and their families which now totaled 20 grandchildren along with Louis and Catherine’s 
brothers and sisters.  It just so happened that Louis Sr.’s brother Bernie Kavanaugh was married to 
Helen Webber on the same day back on July 4, 1936.  So when Bernie and Helen Kavanaugh showed 
up for the Special Anniversary Celebration they were also included as Guests of Honor.  Louis Sr. and 
Catherine also celebrated their 50th on July 4, 1986, with a Mass on Saturday afternoon at All Saints 
followed by a reception at All Saints Hall at Cannelburg which lasted into the night.  This reception 
was open to all the church friends as well as family which by this point the number of grand kids had 
grown to 27.   
 
Louis and Catherine lived out their lives on the family farm. Louis worked as a dragline operator 
before retiring at age 72.   Louis’s health gradually deteriorated and after several years of fighting 
COPD, Louis Sr. died suddenly on Monday morning, March 5, 1990, at the age of 78.  He had just 
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come home from the hospital on Saturday and seemed to be doing well.  He died peacefully in his 
sleep and was found by son Albert on Monday morning when he went to check on him.  His viewing 
was at the Titzer Funeral Home in Loogootee on the following Wednesday and the funeral was at All 
Saints Church in Cannelburg on Thursday morning at 10:30 with burial in St. Peters Cemetery.   
 
Catherine lived over 17 years after Louis Sr. passed away, living on the family farm. She was in 
relatively good health and was able to stay in her home with the help of a care giver.  Her health 
gradually declined and in the last few months she was not able to attend Sunday Mass.  On June 1, 
2007 just a day before her 94th Birthday she fell at home and was hospitalized with a broken foot.  
Catherine did not recover from the effects of the fall.  On Tuesday morning, June 19th Catherine 
Kavanaugh passed away in the rehab unit of the Washington Nursing Center in Washington.  Her 
viewing took place at All Saints Church in Cannelburg on Friday afternoon, June 22.  On Saturday 
morning the funeral procession took her body to St. Peter’s in Montgomery where the funeral Mass 
took place.  She was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery beside her husband.  There are now four 
generations of Kavanaugh’s buried in that cemetery.   
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The following pages is the Eulogy at the Funeral of Catherine Kavanaugh on June 23, 
2007.  It was given by the son Albert Kavanaugh and was a tribute to both Mom and Dad 
for what they gave to their 10 Children. 
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(EULOGY CONTINUED) 

FOR  US  OLDER   CHILDREN, ELECTRICITY AND  ALL  THE  THINGS  THAT  GO  

WITH  IT  DID  NOT COME  TO  THE  FAMILY FARM UNTIL ABOUT THE  SUMMER  

OF 1948,  SO  OUR  LIVES  THEN WOULD  SEEM  VERY  PRIMITIVE BY  TODAYS   

STANDARD OF  LIVING   - MUCH  LIKE   OUR AMISH  NEIGHBORS, FOR  MANY  

YEARS, WE USED  ACTUAL HORSE  POWER  TO TIL  THE GARDEN  AND  THE  

FIELDS OR  PUT  UP HAY- THERE  WAS  NO NEED TO  BUY  A  FORD TRACTOR  

WITH  ALL THE  BOYS  AROUND  WHO  NEEDED  JOBS  TO DO -- OUR  EARLY 

FAMILY   CIRCLE  MUCH  RESEMBLED THE  TV  SERIES   "THE  WALTON'S", 

BUT  THEIR  WERE ONLY   7  OF  THEM   -- 

 

FROM  A VERY EARLY AGE, EACH  ONE OF US HAD  ASSIGNED  CHORES  TO 

DO, LIKE  HAULING IN THE  WOOD, COAL OR  WATER, TAKING OUT  THE  

ASHES, INDOOR  PLUMBING DID  NOT COME TO THE HOUSEHOLD UNTIL  

MOST  OF THE  OLDER  CHILDREN  HAD  GRADUATED AND LEFT  THE  NEST  -  

AND  THERE  WERE  CHICKENS AND  HOGS TO BE FED, COWS  TO BE MILKED  

AND  CATTLE TO  BE  ATTENDED TO-- THERE  WAS  A PECKING ORDER  IN  

OUR HOUSEHOLD  FOR  JUST ABOUT EVERY  TASK  THAT  WAS  TO BE  

DONE-- AS  WE CHILDREN GOT OLDER  WE MOVED UP  THE LADDER TO THE 

MORE  PRESTIGEOUS  JOBS  LIKE  DOING THE  FEEDING  AT  THE  BARN -- 

SOME  HOW  BROTHER LEE  WAS  DRAFTED BY  MOM  TO HELP  OUT WITH 

MANY  OF THE HOUSE  KEEPING CHORES LIKE  PREPARING MEALS, 

WASHING DISHES,  DUSTING  FLOORS BUT  THEN  WE  ALL GOT  OUR  TURNS  

HELPING WITH  THOSE  CHORES  ESPECIALLY  AFTER SUPPER  OR  ON  

SATURDAYS -- 

 

ON SCHOOL DAY  MORNINGS IT WAS  A CONSTANT  RUSH AND CHALLENGE 

FOR US TO GET ALL  THE FARM  AND  HOUSEHOLD CHORES  COMPLETED AND 

DOWN TO MEET THE BUS  ON TIME- MOM  WAS  THE  CONSTANT OVERSEER  

TO MAKE  SURE  WE WOULD  AVOID  THAT "LAST MINUTE  RUN  TO  MEET  THE  

BUS" -- IT  WAS  THE  RULE  OF THE  HOUSE  TO  PASS INSPECTION BEFORE 

HEADING OUT THE DOOR  TO MEET THE BUS OR BEFORE  GOING TO CHURCH  
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--  THE  HAIR   HAD  BETTER   BE  COMBED, THE  CLOTHES  IN  TOUCH  WITH  

THE WEATHER  CONDITIONS  AND  CERTAINLY SUITABLE FOR  CHURCH, AND  

WE  SURE  BETTER HAVE  WASHED  OUR  FACE  AND  ESPECIALLY BEHIND OUR 

EARS-  AFTER  SCHOOL IN THE EVENING, IT  WAS  FARM AND HOUSEHOLD 

CHORES  ONCE  AGAIN  UNLESS  FOR SOME THEY HAD  JV  OR  VARSITY 

BASKETBALL  PRACTICE AFTER  SCHOOL  -- SUPPER  CALL WENT  OUT 

AROUND  6:00, THE  DISHES  TO  BE  WASHED  BY  ALL  OF  US, THE FAMILY  

ROSARY TO BE PRAYED  AND  BOOKS TO  BE  STUDIED  OR  MAYBE A LITTLE  

T V  WATCHING  UNTIL  IT  WAS TIME  TO  GO  TO  BED  AROUND 9:30  OR  10:00  

AS  5:00  WOULD  COME  SOON  ENOUGH  - 

 

MOM  MADE  SURE  THERE  WAS  A  ROUTINE IN  EVERYTHING WE  DID- SHE  

WAS  AWFULLY GOOD  AT INVENTING SUMMER  TIME  JOBS   FOR  OUR  SPARE  

TIME  LIKE SWEEPING THE YARD,  WHITE  WASHING THE  YARD  TREES,  

BOARD FENCES  AND  POSTS,  PICKING BLACK BERRIES  OR PULLING 

WEEDS  IN  THE  GARDEN --  NEEDLESS TO  SAY, SPORTS  PLAYED A BIG  

PART  IN  THE  LIVES   OF  THE  KAVANAUGH  CHILDREN AND  FAMILY IN  

GENERAL PLAYING BASKETBALL, BASEBALL, SOFTBALL AND EVEN  THE  

KAVANAUGH GAME  OF CORN BALL IN  THEIR  RESPECTIVE SEASONS WERE  

THE  MAIN  FORMS  OF  PAST  TIME ENTERTAINMENT USUALLY  ON SUNDAY   

AFTERNOONS OR  AFTER  SUPPER  DURING  THE SUMMER   TIME. – 

 

NEITHER  MOM  OR DAD  HAD  MORE  THAN  AN 8TH  GRADE  EDUCATION BUT  

THEY  HAD  A GREAT  APPRECIATION FOR  EDUCATION AND  MADE  SURE  

THEIR  CHILDREN TOOK  THEIR SCHOOLING SERIOUSLY-- ATTENDANCE 

WAS  A MUST  AND  JUST  NOT  "FEELING GOOD" WAS NOT  AN EXCUSE  FOR 

MISSING  SCHOOL  -- THOSE  GRADE  CARDS  BETTER  NOT HAVE ANY LOW  

GRADES  OR THEIR  WAS  A LOT  OF EXPLAINING TO DO  AND NOT BY  THE 

TEACHER WHO IN OUR GRADE  SCHOOL YEARS  WAS USUALLY A NUN  AND 

THEY  WERE  ALWAYS RIGHT  NO MATTER  WHAT  THE ISSUE  WAS  

ESPECIALLY SINCE  DAD'S  THREE  SISTERS AND MOM'S SISTER WERE  

ALSO   NUNS  -- 
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BY TODAY'S STANDARDS OF PARENTING, MOM  AND  DAD  MIGHT  NOT  BE  

CONSIDERED VERY  GOOD  PARENTS - IN  FACT,  SOME  MIGHT  EVEN  SAY  

ABUSIVE --    WE  NEVER  EVER TOOK  A  FAMILY  VACATION, THEY  DEFINITELY 

BELIEVED THAT  "SPARING THE  ROD WOULD  CERTAINLY SPOIL THE  

CHILD," REST  PERIODS OR  NAP  TIME  DURING  THE  DAY WERE  UNHEARD 

OF-- BY  TODAYS MATERIAL STANDARDS, WE  WERE  A  LARGE, POOR 

FAMILY  DEPENDING ON  HAND-ME-DOWN CLOTHES AND  MUCH  OF  OUR  

FOOD  WAS  HOME GROWN  AND  CANNED-- MOM  WAS  VERY  TALENTED AS  

A  CLOTHES  MENDER, CHEF, FOOD PRESERVER, FAMILY BOOK  KEEPER, 

AND  RELIGION TEACHER TO  LIST  A  FEW  OF HER TALENTS - MOM  AND  

DAD  TAUGHT THEIR  CHILDREN BY  EXAMPLE WITH  THEIR  WORK ETHIC,  

THEIR  DEDICATION TO  THEIR   CHURCH, THEIR   DAILY   RELATIONSHIP  

WITH  THEIR GOD--CHURCH SERVICES   AND  CHURCH  FUNCTIONS WERE  AN  

ABSOLUTE MUST  TO BE ATTENDED, THEY  ALSO  LED  US BY  THEIR  

RESPECT  FOR  THE  COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND THE  LAWS  OF THE  

STATE  OF INDIANA. 

 

MOM  WAS  OFTEN  PRIVATELY REFERRED TO  BY  HER  SONS  AS  "THE 

GENERAL," AND "THE SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE," --  ON  A  PERSONAL NOTE, 

AS  A  TEACHER  IN  MY  2ND  OR 3RD YEAR  AT MONTGOMERY  HIGH 

SCHOOL, A LADY  SOME  YEARS  OLDER  THAN  I  WAS  TAKING  A 

GOVERNMENT  COURSE  TO FINISH  HER HIGH  SCHOOL DIPLOMA WAS ONE 

OF MY STUDENTS  --  ON  ONE  GOVERNMENT TEST, THE  QUESTION WAS  ASK, 

WHO  IS  THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE?    THE  ANSWER  ON THE TEST  PAPER  

WAS  CATHERINE KAVANAUGH-- I COULD  NOT  COUNT  THAT  ANSWER   WRONG  

AS I FIGURED  THIS  LADY KNEW  HER  LOCAL HISTORY VERY  WELL  -- 

 

MOM  WAS  AN  AVID  SUPPORTER  OF  MONTGOMERY VIKINGS   AND  LATER   

BARR-REEVE VIKING  TEAMS  ESPECIALLY WHEN  HER  CHILDREN AND  LATER   

GRANDCHILDREN  WERE PLAYING --IN  THE  GOLDEN YEARS,   SHE  SPENT  MANY  

AN  HOUR  AS  A  SPECTATOR AND UNOFFICIAL UMPIRE  (FROM  THE  STANDS  OF  
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COURSE}   AT  SOFTBALL AND  BASEBALL GAMES  AT THE BARR-REEVE DIAMOND 

OR  WHERE  EVER  HER  SONS  AND  LATER GRANDSONS  HAPPENED TO BE  

PLAYING.  SHE WAS  ALSO  AN  AVID  CARD  PLAYER WITH FAMILY   AND  FRIENDS  

UP  TO  THE  LAST  MONTHS  OF  HER  LIFE  -- 

 

AFTER  DAD  PASSED  AWAY  ON MARCH  5, 1990,  MOM  WAS  PERSUADED TO  

STAY  ON THE FAMILY  FARM  THANKS TO  24n CARE  FROM  TWO  CARE  GIVERS, 

EVELYN FRANKEN FOR ABOUT  10  YEARS  AND  FOR  THE  PAST  8  YEARS, VIOLET  

HEDRICK HAS  BEEN  MOM'S ALMOST  CONSTANT  CARE  GIVER, CONFIDENT AND  

BEST  FRIEND --  IF  YOU  WANT  TO  SEE WHAT  AN  ANGEL  LOOKS LIKE, VIOLET. 

PLEASE STAND UP. -1 WOULD ALSO  LIKE TO THANK MY BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS  

FOR  THE  MANY  TIMES  THEY  HAVE  MADE  PERSONAL FAMILY  SACRIFICES IN  

ORDER  TO SPEND  WEEKDAYS AND  WEEKENDS CARING FOR  MOM. MOM  AND  

DAD  DID NOT  DO MANY  OF THE THINGS  THAT  ARE  USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH 

GREAT  PEOPLE  BUT  THEY  HAVE  LEFT  A LEGACY  IN  THEIR  CHILDREN, GRAND  

CHILDREN AND  GREAT  GRAND  CHILDREN THAT  WILL  CONTINUE  THEIR  

LEGACY FOR  GENERATIONS TO  COME   -- 

 

FOR  MOM  IT  HAS  BEEN  "THE LONG  GOOD-BY" --  IN  MORE  RECENT YEARS, 

THE  ACHES, PAINS  OF AGE  AND  THE  GRADUAL LOSING  OF MOBILITY 

SEVERELY REDUCED THE QUALITY  OF  LIFE  FOR  MOM  --  SEVERAL TIMES, SHE  

FELT  THE  "BIG ONE" WAS  ABOUT TO STRIKE  HER-- SHE HAS  BEEN  AT DEATHS  

DOOR  ON  PREVIOUS  OCASSIONS BUT  EACH TIME  MANAGED A STRONG  

RECOVERY  - SHE  RECENTLY REMARKED, I THINK THE  GOOD LORD  HAS  

FORGOTTEN  ME  AND PASSED  ME BY  AS MOST  OF HER  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  

HAVE  PASSED  ON -- SHE  WAS  THE  LAST  OF  HER  FAMILY TO  PASS  ON  --  FOR  

MOM, HER EARTHLY BATTLES WITH  THE  BODILY   

 

DETERIATION THAT  ACCOMPANIES AGING  ENDED ON TUESDAY  MORNING, NOW  

SHE CAN  ENJOY  HER  HEAVENLY VICTORY  THAT  SHE  HAS WORKED FOR AND 

PRAYEO FOR STEADFASTLY ALL HER LIFE  -- 
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IN  SUMMARY  THOUGHTS, AS  THEIR  CHILDREN AND  THEIR  LEGACY, WE THANK 

BOTH MOM  AND  DAD  FOR  THE  MANY  OPPORTUNITIES THEIR  LABORS OF  LIFE  

HAVE  GIVEN  US - AGAIN. I SAY  THEY  MADE   A  GREAT  TEAM  -- THEY  TRUELY 

HAVE  LED  US  BY  THEIR EXAMPLES OF  FAITH  IN  THEIR  GOD, THEIR  WORK  

ETHIC  AND  THEIR  DEVOTION TO  THEIR FAMILY, FRIENDS   AND  COMMUNITY.   AS  

MOM  WOULD FREQUENTLY SUM  UP  THE  FINAL FUNERAL SERVICE  MOMENTS   

OF  FAMILY   AND  FRIENDS WITH  WORDS  FROM  THE  14TH STATION  OF THE  

WAY  OF THE  CROSS,  "AND  THEY  CLOSED  THE TOMB. AND  ALL  WENT AWAY   --   

AMEN.   AMEN.  AMEN! 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER 

CATHERINE M. KAVANAUGH 
Born June 2,   1913 

Deceased June   19,  2007 
 

God saw you getting tired 
And a cure was not to be  - 

 So He put His arms around you 
And Whispered  “Come with Me.” 

With  tearful  eyes we watched  you suffer, 
 And saw you gradually fade away, 

A golden heart stopped beating 
Hard working hands now at rest, 

 Life doesn't seem the same 
Since you've gone away. 

 Each time we see your picture  
You seem to smile and say 

Don't cry, I'm in- God's keeping. 
We'll meet again someday 
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“These are some Thoughts by Daughter Charlotte “Kavanaugh” Lewinski at the 
Funeral of her Mother Catherine Kavanaugh.” 

  

Mom's Eulogy 
June 23, 2007 
 
Revered Fathers, Family and Friends, 

 
First, I would like to thank everyone here for coming today to celebrate Mom's life. Some have 
traveled quite a ways to get here.  Thank you for your love, support and prayers, especially over the 
last few months. 

 
I have just a few memories of mom to share with you. Those of you that knew mom knew she put a 
lot of stock in having a big funeral.  Wouldn't she be proud to see this turn out today! 

 
At 94, mom had literally seen it all. She saw airplanes begin to fly and become a mode of travel, she 
saw the development of the telephone that has now become wireless, and from our first television in 
the 1950's that was black and white to the flat screen color TV we gave her for Christmas.   She 
knew about computers but figured they were too complicated for her. Yet when gave her the remote 
for the TV and the satellite she played it like a game boy and would find the Pacers no matter what 
station they were on. 

 
Mom only went to the 8th grade. She was a little self-conscience about that but she did very well in 
all of life's subjects just the same, especially multiplication. 

 
As Albert mentioned earlier, education for her children was a priority.  She would literally push and 
prod to get the brood out the door and down the lane every morning. And long before Forest Gump, 
mom would be on the back porch yelling, "Run, kids, Run!! There's the bus!" 

 
She taught us respect and perseverance. Not only has this served us well in our lives, but it helped us 
to take care of her every weekend for the past 17 years. 

 
Mom was a very proud person. She was proud of herself, her big family and the community she 
came from. Her faith in God was especially important to her. But she liked to keep things simple and 
that's how she dealt with life, simple.  Several years ago, we took her to her first Cardinal game and 
got her seats on the third base side 2 rows up.  At the time the pitchers were warming up there.  She 
wanted to  know when those boys were going to sit down because she couldn't see.  By the end of the 
second inning we moved up to some empty nose bleed seats.  "Oh you can see everything from here.  
This is much better." 

 
Another time we took mom out to eat to a really nice restaurant as a thank you.  She wasn't crazy 
about ordering from a menu. She liked to see what she was getting first. When her chicken plate 
came to the table, she looked at it and asked the waiter, "Don't you have any extra crispy?" 

 
Mom was mom.  A lady who spent her whole life in Davies County.  Who, like Dorothy from the 
Wizard of Oz, felt there was no place like home. 

 
Mom has a new home now.  I'm sure daddy was there to meet her along with all the other relatives 
and friends from the past. There will probably be a big euchre game on the south side of Heaven and 
mom,  I'll bet they have extra crispy chicken! 
 
And you will be able to thank Jesus in person for the wonderful life you've had.  
Thank you. 
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Thoughts and Remembrance of Grandparents: 

 
Below are thoughts and short stories that Brothers John, Lee and Albert remember about Grandpa and 
Grandma Kavanaugh.  Our older brothers would be the only ones to remember our Grandparents as 
they died before many of us were born.  I am sure Brother Tim might have remembered some stories 
but we waited too late to write them down.   
 
Thoughts from John Kavanaugh: 
I can remember once when I was a very little kid, don’t asked me how I can remember this but, I 
remember Grandpa Kavanaugh (John) going into the old smoke house and I thought it would be a 
good trick to lock him in there.  I remembered that he did not seem to get too mad about it, but I sure 
got a spanking when Mom and Dad got home.  It has the same chain and latch then that it has now.  I 
think Dad and Mom went to Lawrenceville, IL for some reason and Grandpa and Agnes Clare 
“Mahan” was watching me and my brother Lee.  I know I could not have been more than three years 
old but I sure remember this. 
 
I also remember another time when I think Grandpa Kavanaugh died and was being waked at the 
house where Grandma and Grandpa had lived there in Cannelburg.  He died in early December and as 
we were heading up towards Cannelburg and on the road over by where the junk use to be along the 
road, dad got the car stuck in the mud right in the middle of road.  As some of you may recall on top of 
that hill, the road use to go through when it rained a lot or when the road thawed out from a freeze.  
Well, we had to walk the rest of the way into Cannelburg and get someone to pull us out. 
 
Thoughts from Albert Kavanaugh: 
No Electricity on the Farm 
I know it is hard for us to imagine this but in the early days of Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh 
raising kids, they did not have electricity on the Farm.  Albert and Lee talk about the time when they 
would take a lantern to the barn out to the shop as there was no lights there.  The Lights were turned on 
about 1940’s.   
 
Phone Lines Come to the Farm 
Albert tells the story that he remembers working at the barn and Mom came running out of the house 
all excited and exclaiming that she had just spoke to Aunt Dorothy by phone in Washington and that 
was the first time she had used the phone to call anyone.  That was the first time the phone lines was 
put in at the Farm. 
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